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days after receiving items newly included in
a modified plan, the Secretary shall either
approve the modified plan, or, if the Sec-
retary finds the plan is still incomplete or
deficient, the Secretary shall identify in
writing to the Senate Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation, the
House of Representatives Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure, and the
House of Representatives Committee on
Homeland Security the portions of the plan
the Secretary finds incomplete or deficient,
approve all other portions of the plan, obli-
gate the funds associated with those other
portions, and execute an agreement with
Amtrak within 15 days thereafter on a proc-
ess for resolving the remaining portions of
the plan.

(g) FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION FROM OTHER
TUNNEL USERS.—The Secretary shall, taking
into account the need for the timely comple-
tion of all portions of the tunnel projects de-
scribed in subsection (a)—

(1) consider the extent to which rail car-
riers other than Amtrak use or plan to use
the tunnels;

(2) consider the feasibility of seeking a fi-
nancial contribution from those other rail
carriers toward the costs of the projects; and

(3) obtain financial contributions or com-
mitments from such other rail carriers at
levels reflecting the extent of their use or
planned use of the tunnels, if feasible.

SEC. —205. FREIGHT AND PASSENGER RAIL SE-
CURITY UPGRADES.

(a) SECURITY IMPROVEMENT GRANTS.—The
Secretary of Homeland Security, through
the Assistant Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity (Transportation Security Administra-
tion) and other appropriate agencies, is au-
thorized to make grants to freight railroads,
the Alaska Railroad, hazardous materials
shippers, owners of rail cars used in the
transportation of hazardous materials, uni-
versities, colleges and research centers,
State and local governments (for rail pas-
senger facilities and infrastructure not
owned by Amtrak), and, through the Sec-
retary of Transportation, to Amtrak, for full
or partial reimbursement of costs incurred in
the conduct of activities to prevent or re-
spond to acts of terrorism, sabotage, or other
intercity passenger rail and freight rail secu-
rity vulnerabilities and risks identified
under section —202, including—

(1) security and redundancy for critical
communications, computer, and train con-
trol systems essential for secure rail oper-
ations;

(2) accommodation of rail cargo or pas-
senger screening equipment at the United
States-Mexico border, the United States-
Canada border, or other ports of entry;

(3) the security of hazardous material
transportation by rail;

(4) secure intercity passenger rail stations,
trains, and infrastructure;

(5) structural modification or replacement
of rail cars transporting high hazard mate-
rials to improve their resistance to acts of
terrorism;

(6) employee security awareness, prepared-
ness, passenger evacuation, and emergency
response training;

(7) public security awareness campaigns for
passenger train operations;

(8) the sharing of intelligence and informa-
tion about security threats;

(9) to obtain train tracking and interoper-
able communications systems that are co-
ordinated to the maximum extent possible;

(10) to hire additional police and security
officers, including canine units; and

(11) other improvements recommended by
the report required by section —202, includ-
ing infrastructure, facilities, and equipment
upgrades.

(b) ACCOUNTABILITY.—The Secretary shall
adopt necessary procedures, including au-
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dits, to ensure that grants made under this
section are expended in accordance with the
purposes of this title and the priorities and
other criteria developed by the Secretary.

(c) ALLOCATION.—The Secretary shall dis-
tribute the funds authorized by this section
based on risk and vulnerability as deter-
mined under section —202, and shall encour-
age non-Federal financial participation in
awarding grants. With respect to grants for
intercity passenger rail security, the Sec-
retary shall also take into account passenger
volume and whether a station is used by
commuter rail passengers as well as inter-
city rail passengers.

(d) CONDITIONS.—The Secretary of Trans-
portation may not disburse funds to Amtrak
under subsection (a) unless Amtrak meets
the conditions set forth in section —203(b) of
this title.

(e) ALLOCATION BETWEEN RAILROADS AND
OTHERS.—Unless as a result of the assess-
ment required by section —202 the Secretary
of Homeland Security determines that crit-
ical rail transportation security needs re-
quire reimbursement in greater amounts to
any eligible entity, no grants under this sec-
tion may be made—

(1) in excess of $45,000,000 to Amtrak; or

(2) in excess of $80,000,000 for the purposes
described in paragraphs (3) and (6) of sub-
section (a).

(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Out of funds appropriated pursuant to sec-
tion 114(u) of title 49, United States Code,
there shall be made available to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security to carry out
this section—

(1) $100,000,000 for fiscal year 2007;

(2) $100,000,000 for fiscal year 2008; and

(3) $100,000,000 for fiscal year 2009.

Amounts made available pursuant to this
subsection shall remain available until ex-
pended.

(2) HIGH HAZARD MATERIALS DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘‘high hazard mate-
rials’’ means quantities of poison inhalation
hazard materials, Class 2.3 gases, Class 6.1
materials, and anhydrous ammonia that the
Secretary, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Transportation, determines pose a
security risk.

SEC. —206. RAIL SECURITY RESEARCH AND DE-
VELOPMENT.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF RESEARCH AND DE-
VELOPMENT PROGRAM.—The Secretary of
Homeland Security, through the Under Sec-
retary for Science and Technology and the
Assistant Secretary of Homeland Security
(Transportation Security Administration),
in consultation with the Secretary of Trans-
portation shall carry out a research and de-
velopment program for the purpose of im-
proving freight and intercity passenger rail
security that may include research and de-
velopment projects to—

(1) reduce the vulnerability of passenger
trains, stations, and equipment to explosives
and hazardous chemical, biological, and ra-
dioactive substances;

(2) test new emergency response techniques
and technologies;

(3) develop improved freight technologies,
including—

(A) technologies for sealing rail cars;

(B) automatic inspection of rail cars;

(C) communication-based train controls;
and

(D) emergency response training;

(4) test wayside detectors that can detect
tampering with railroad equipment;

(5) support enhanced security for the trans-
portation of hazardous materials by rail, in-
cluding—

(A) technologies to detect a breach in a
tank car or other rail car used to transport
hazardous materials and transmit informa-
tion about the integrity of cars to the train
crew or dispatcher;
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(B) research to improve tank car integrity,
with a focus on tank cars that carry high
hazard materials (as defined in section
—205(g) of this title; and

(C) techniques to transfer hazardous mate-
rials from rail cars that are damaged or oth-
erwise represent an unreasonable risk to
human life or public safety; and

(6) other projects that address
vulnerabilities and risks identified under
section —202.

(b) COORDINATION WITH OTHER RESEARCH
INITIATIVES.—The Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity shall ensure that the research and de-
velopment program authorized by this sec-
tion is coordinated with other research and
development initiatives at the Department
of Homeland Security and the Department of
Transportation. The Secretary shall carry
out any research and development project
authorized by this section through a reim-
bursable agreement with the Secretary of
Transportation, if the Secretary of Transpor-
tation—

(1) is already sponsoring a research and de-
velopment project in a similar area; or

(2) has a unique facility or capability that
would be useful in carrying out the project.

(c) GRANTS AND ACCOUNTABILITY.—To carry
out the research and development program,
the Secretary may award grants to the enti-
ties described in section —205(a) and shall
adopt necessary procedures, including au-
dits, to ensure that grants made under this
section are expended in accordance with the
purposes of this title and the priorities and
other criteria developed by the Secretary.

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Out of funds appropriated pursuant to sec-
tion 114(u) of title 49, United States Code,
there shall be made available to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security to carry out
this section—

(1) $35,000,000 for fiscal year 2007;

(2) $35,000,000 for fiscal year 2008; and

(3) $35,000,000 for fiscal year 2009.

Amounts made available pursuant to this

subsection shall remain available until ex-

pended.

SEC. —207. OVERSIGHT AND GRANT PROCE-
DURES.

(a) SECRETARIAL OVERSIGHT.—The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security may use up to
0.5 percent of amounts made available for
capital projects under the Rail Security Act
of 2006 to enter into contracts for the review
of proposed capital projects and related pro-
gram management plans and to oversee con-
struction of such projects.

(b) USE OF FUNDS.—The Secretary may use
amounts available under subsection (a) of
this subsection to make contracts to audit
and review the safety, procurement, manage-
ment, and financial compliance of a recipi-
ent of amounts under this title.

(c) PROCEDURES FOR GRANT AWARD.—The
Secretary shall, within 90 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, prescribe proce-
dures and schedules for the awarding of
grants under this title, including application
and qualification procedures (including a re-
quirement that the applicant have a security
plan), and a record of decision on applicant
eligibility. The procedures shall include the
execution of a grant agreement between the
grant recipient and the Secretary and shall
be consistent, to the extent practicable, with
the grant procedures established under sec-
tion 70107 of title 46, United States Code.

SEC. —208. AMTRAK PLAN TO ASSIST FAMILIES
OF PASSENGERS INVOLVED IN RAIL
PASSENGER ACCIDENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 243 of title 49,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:



